
 

 

On Friday, March 8, the 8 BioStart Interns 
presented their research at the Region I Science 
and Engineering Fair sponsored by Bossier Parish 
Community College held at the Bossier Civic 
Center.  The students participated in 6 
categories in the Senior High School Division.  
Winners were announced on Saturday.  Kalia 
Blalock won second place in Biochemistry and 
the American Chemical Society Award for her 
project “Modulating Diglycolic Acid Toxicity in 
Human Proximal Tubule Cells.”  She also 
qualified for the Louisiana State Science and 
Engineering Fair.  Parker Hearne won third place 
in Behavioral Science with his project 
“Developing a Low-cost, Wireless Operant 
Conditioning Device for Zebrafish.”  Tylar Payne 
won third place in Biomedical Engineering with 
her project “Altered Blood Pressure and Heart 
Rate Coupling in Epilepsy.”  Taylor Dixon and 
Michala Walker were awarded Optimist Awards.  
Special thanks go to Kalia Blalock, Jeida Bell, 
Cheridan Jones, and Taylor Dixon for helping 
with the set-up of projects on Thursday and to 
Taylor Dixon and Michala Walker for attending 
the Science Fair Awards’ Ceremony and helping 
to remove the projects on Saturday.  An 
awesome job was done by all!! 
 

BioStart Interns 
Participate in Region I 

Science Fair 
 

A Lesson on Preparing a 
College Portfolio 

Presented to Juniors 
On Friday, March 22, forty-nine junior Biotech 
Academy students received instruction on how 
to prepare their college portfolio.  Ms. 
Williamson, Biotech Navigator, discussed a 
timeline to tell them what they need to be 
doing now, as juniors, and what has to be done 
in their senior year.  This included everything 
from financial aid and how to fill out college 
applications to preparing a resume and 
keeping track of community service.  Students 
were sent a link to all the documents discussed 
in Google docs.  Good luck to all the juniors 
preparing for the next big step in their 
education. 
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Event Date and Details 

Make-Up 
ACT for 

Juniors and 
Seniors 

Tuesday, April 2 

ACT Saturday, April 13, 
2018 

EOC Testing Begins Monday, April 
15 

Last date to 
register for 
the June 8 

ACT 

 
Friday, May 3  

 

Dates to Remember 
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The Biotech Academy students, Southwood faculty, 
and the Superintendent of Caddo Schools, Dr. Lamar 
Goree, were amazed by the BioStart Interns’ 
scientific research done at Louisiana State 
University Health Science Center and the 
Alternative Interns experiences in their Caddo 
Career and Technology Center job education 
programs.  The interns presented their projects at 
an Open House held on Wednesday, January 30.   
 

Interns Share their 
Projects with the Biotech 

Academy 

 

Student of the Quarter 
Rashetta Jordan 

 

 

part of the Biotech Magnet Program and 
loves the challenging nature of the 
curriculum.  Rasheeta really likes Algebra I 
because Ms. Snyder makes it especially fun.  
Rasheeta wants to be a surgeon, but she is 
undecided on where she wants to go to 
college.   Of course, she will be majoring in 
premed.  Recently, Rasheeta was chosen 
by Ms. Snyder to represent the Biotech 
Academy at IDEA Day, a STEM event that 
involved people of all ages in learning 
science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics.  For middle school, Rasheeta 
attended Caddo Middle Magnet and was in 
Beta Club.  Her role model is her uncle 
because he is so hard working.  She really 
wants to embrace this characteristic 
because she believes this will help her be 
the best she can be.  The Biotechnology 
Magnet Program is very lucky to have such 
a fine freshman. 
 
 

A huge round of 
applause goes to 
Rasheeta Jordan, 
chosen by the 
Biotech 
Coordinators, to 
be Student-of-
the-Quarter for 
the third nine 
weeks. Rasheeta 
is a freshman in 
the Biotech 
Academy.  She is 
excited to be a  

 

The BioStart students investigated a variety of 
topics; for example, Vanessa Aviles researched 
how chronic intermittent hypoxia affects 
inflammatory bowel disease and Cheridan Jones 
investigated how proton and photon radiotherapy 
affects damage to human skin.  George Coleman 
presented what he has learned about the latest 
technology and innovation in computer assisted 
design (CAD).  Tyeshia Brooks shared the 
information she studied about bedside techniques, 
first aid, and human anatomy and physiology in her 
Nursing Assistant Program.  This gave the 
Biotechnology Magnet students an opportunity to 
see the incredible benefits to participating in a 
Biotech Internship Program. 
 

 
George Coleman explaining his project to 

Biotech students and Dr. Goree 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Biotechnology Academy Newsletter   Page 3 

There are a number of summer programs that focus 
on health sciences careers and leadership.  One of 
these is the Jumpstart Summer Enrichment Program 
sponsored by the Office of Multicultural Affairs at 
Louisiana State University Health Sciences Center.  
This is a program that is designed to encourage 
minority high school students who are interested in 
the sciences to prepare for careers in medicine, 
research, and allied health professions.  Students 
applying must fill out an on-line application, write 
a 200-word essay, provide an official transcript, and 
a recommendation from a science teacher.  There 
are two Biotech sophomores applying for 
Jumpstart, Makayla Malveraux and Nikayla 
Henderson. 
 

Another summer program that focuses on health 
sciences careers is “AHEC of a Summer” sponsored 
by the Bayou North Area Health Education Center.  
This program provides high school students an 
opportunity to gain knowledge by participating in 
hands-on experiences to learn about current health 
issues, patient care, and career opportunities.  
Students who are chosen will rotate through 
different medical areas during this 15-day program.  
They will also participate in workshops provided by 
area medical organization and take health care 
facilities field trips.  Jayda Samuel, Biotech junior, 
and Nikayla Henderson, Biotech sophomore, have 
applied for this program. 

 

Finally, Nikayla Henderson and JaKavion Pea have 
been chosen to represent Southwood at Camp RYLA 
held at Outdoor Wilderness Learning Center in 
Dubach, Louisiana, sponsored by local Rotary Clubs.  
This 6-day leadership experience will help students 
develop sound values, provide them with an insight 
and understanding of intelligent leadership, give 
them strategies to deal with conflict, and introduce 
them to the Rotary principles and Rotary Youth 
Programs.   

 
 

 

The Biotech Academy 
Registers Sophomores 

for the ACT  

Summer Opportunities 
for Biotech Students   

The Biotech Magnet Academy offered 53 
Biotech sophomores, who were in good 
financial standing, an opportunity to take the 
April ACT.  Thirty-four students returned the 
Letter of Intent to take the ACT by the Friday, 
February 22 deadline.  Ms. Williamson, 
Biotech Navigator, spent the next 2 weeks 
registering these students for the ACT.  She 
also showed them where to find ACT prep 
materials on the ACT website and shared an 
ACT prep folder with them that included tips, 
provide a practice test, sites to find math and 
English modules, and documents about each 
section that explain the types of questions 
asked and practice questions.  Here’s wishing 
all Biotech sophomores GOOD LUCK AND 
CONFIDENCE YOU WILL DO YOUR BEST on 
this important test. 
 

 

Biotech Academy 
Recognition Night* 

When: Thursday, April 25 
Time: 6:00 PM 

Students line up in the gym at 5:30. 

Where: SHS Auditorium 
*Only students in good financial 
standing will be invited to 
participate.  All debts must be 
cleared through Ms. Snyder or Ms. 
Hastie by Friday, April 5. 
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The ACT (American College Testing) is an entrance exam 
used by most colleges and universities to make 
admissions decisions. It is a multiple-choice, pencil-and-
paper test administered by ACT, Incorporated and 
contains 4 separate tests, English, Math, Science and 
Reading.  
 

The purpose of the ACT test is to measure a high school 
student's readiness for college and provide colleges with 
one common data point that can be used to compare all 
applicants. College admissions’ officers will review 
standardized test scores alongside your high school GPA, 
the classes you took in high school, letters of 
recommendation from teachers or mentors, 
extracurricular activities, admissions interviews, and 
personal essays. How important ACT scores are in the 
college application process varies from school to 
school.  
 

Overall, the higher you score on the ACT, the more 
options for attending and paying for college will be 
available to you.  It is important to remember that to 
qualify for TOPS, you must have a composite score of 
20.  To qualify for college level coursework at Louisiana 
public colleges, you must have a score of 18 in English 
and 19 in Math.  Some Louisiana colleges require a 
higher composite score; for example, LSU in Baton 
Rouge requires a composite score of 22.   
 

The ACT can make up for a lower GPA when it comes to 
college admissions.  If you make poor grades in your 
freshman and sophomore years, it is very hard to bring 
up your GPA, even if you make excellent grades your 
junior and senior years.  If you have a low GPA many 
colleges will accept you and may even offer you a 
scholarship if you have a high score on the ACT.  In 
Louisiana, a composite score of 23 will usually provide 
you with addition scholarship money, and the higher the 
score, the better your scholarship offer will be. 
 

This means the time you spend preparing for the ACT 
may pay off in big bucks when it comes to paying for 
college.  So please use the resources Ms. Cathy provided 
you; plus there are free resources available in your ACT 
account.  Good luck to those who took the ACT on 
Tuesday, March 12, and to those taking it on Saturday, 
April 13. 
 
 
 

Biotech Academy 
Students Participate in 

I.D.E.A.S. Day 
 

On Saturday, February 16 from 12 until 3, five 
Biotech Academy students helped with I.D.E.A.S. 
Day.  This was an interactive day of education 
and science awareness presented by Science 
Matters.  This is a Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics initiative also 
called STEM.  The purpose of the IDEAS Day was 
to promote STEM education and communicate 
the vital role science plays in our daily lives.  
This event was held in the atrium of the 
Biomedical Research Institute.  The Biotech 
students volunteering were junior Arizona 
Minister, sophomores Jaylon Ashley and 
Nikayla Henderson, and freshmen Rasheeta 
Jordan and Siniya Edwards.  These students 
helped with activities that involved science or 
researchers presenting their research.    

 
 

 
 
 

  Good Luck    
on Your LEAP 2025 
tests!! 

BioStart Intern At State 
Science Fair 

 

 
Kalia Blalock competed in the Louisiana Science 
and Engineering Fair held at Louisiana State 
University in Baton Rouge on Wednesday, March 
20.  She was one of 178 students from all over 
Louisiana that participated in this prestigious 
competition.  Kalia won second place in 
Biochemistry competing against 11 other 
projects.  A big high five to Kalia for doing such 
an outstanding job!! 
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Freshmen 
Amaya Anderson 

 

Sophomores 
Eva Callen 

 

Junior 
Kacie Bartlett 

 

Seniors 
Vanessa Aviles 
Kalia Blalock 

Mackenzie Jones 
Dylan Manshack 

Joicelyn RIchardson 
Morganne Stokes 
Shanese Wright 

 

Congrats to Biotech 
Academy Students With 
Top Grades for the Fall 

Semester 
 
 
 

Seniors Tour LSU 
Campus   

 

On Tuesday, March 19, Kalia Blalock, Jeida Bell, 
Cathy Williamson, and Kedra Blalock, Kalia’s mom, 
headed for Baton Rouge.  They were scheduled to 
take a tour of Louisiana State University.  They 
started in an auditorium where an admissions 
representative presented an overview of LSU.  One 
interesting fact he shared was LSU’s 2018 freshman 
class was the largest in LSU history, numbering 
around 6,100 students.  They are expecting the 2019 
freshman class to reach 7,000.  Another noteworthy 
statistic is that 67% of all freshman enrolling at LSU 
graduate.  Surprisingly, there were prospective 
students from Maryland, Florida, and Colorado.  
After the admissions presentation, the future college 
students were divided into two groups and given a 
tour of the campus.  Jeida and Kalia saw the state-
of-the-art College of Engineering Building as well as 
the more traditional Geoscience Building.  They got 
to see a variety of eateries and the Freshman Quad 
as well as an example of the dormitories.  Of course, 
they got to see points of interest like Tiger Stadium 
and the Indian Mounds.  Both ladies were impressed, 
but it looks like Louisiana Tech is still their first 
choice. 
 

Senior Interns Celebrated 
at Luncheon   

In honor of the Biotech Academy’s 8 BioStart 
Interns and 2 Alternative Interns, a luncheon 
was held at Posados on Monday, March 11.  
These students were honored because they 
have spent a semester either working in the 
research laboratory acquiring a variety of lab 
skills or learning important skills and 
competencies in their chosen careers.  The 
internship is the crown jewel in the 
Biotechnology Magnet Program because it 
gives students a chance to explore their 
chosen careers in a work environment.  
Students honored were Vanessa Aviles, Kalia 
Blalock, Tyeshia Brooks, George Coleman, 
Taylor Dixon, Mikayla Harris, Parker 
Hearne, Tylar Payne, and Michala Walker.  
Thank you for all your hard work and 
successful participation in the Biotechnology 
Internship Program. 
 

 
Biotech Seniors Honored at Intern Luncheon 


