
 

 

On January 24, Biotech Academy students got 
a chance to talk to the Biotech Interns about 
their research and experience.  Not only 
were the 8 BioStart interns presenting a 
semester of scientific research, but they 
were joined by three alternative interns.  
La’Juante’ Thompson presented the 
parameters of her internship in Biological 
Sciences Department at Louisiana State 
University.  Chloe Wingrove describe the 
characteristics of her educational internship 
with the Norton Art Gallery Foundation and 
Diamond Whitaker explained her experience 
in the dental hygienist program at the Caddo 
Career Center. 
 

BioStart and Alternative 
Interns’ Poster Session 

at Southwood 
 

A Lesson on Preparing a 
College Portfolio 

Presented to Juniors 

 

Fifty-Two Biotech juniors got instruction in 
how to prepare a college portfolio during 
their American history class on February 13.  
Ms. Williamson, Biotech Navigator 
presented this program with the help of 
senior, Tatjana Cotton.  They discussed 
everything from financial aid and how to fill 
out college applications to preparation of a 
resume and keeping track of community 
service.  Students were sent a link to all the 
documents discussed on Google docs.  Good 
luck to all the juniors preparing for their 
next big step in their educational careers. 
 

Event Date and Details 

ACT Saturday, April 14, 
2018 

Biotech 
Recognition 

Night 

Thursday, April 26, 
2018 

6:00 in the 
Auditorium 

Biotech students 
need to be in the 

gym by 5:30 
Last date to 
register for 
the June 9 

ACT 

 
May 4, 2018 
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On Friday, March 2 Raven Bowman, Anaya 
Cooley, Tatjana Cotton, Kayte Duhon, Anna 
Gregory, Hailey Mathews, Grayson Roberts 
and Anthony Preston presented their research 
at the Region I Science Fair sponsored by 
Bossier Parish Community College at the 
Bossier Civic Center.  Students were 
interviewed by three judges in their categories 
in the morning and then by special awards 
judges in the afternoon.  Anthony Preston 
won first place In Behavioral Science and 
Grayson Roberts took second in this category.  
Hailey Mathews won a second place in 
Translational Medicine, with Anna Gregory 
taking third in Cellular and Molecular Biology 
and Kayte Duhon won third in Biomedical 
Health and Medicine.  Anthony Preston was 
presented with a first place award for his 
research from the Women’s and Children’s 
Mental Health Organization.  Raven Bowman 
and Kayte Duhon were presented awards from 
the American Chemical Society and Tatjana 
Cotton and Anaya Cooley won awards from 
the Optimist Club.  Anthony, Grayson and 
Hailey qualified to participate in the State 
Science Fair.  Southwood won third place 
overall in the High School Division.  
 

BioStart Participate in 
the Regional Science 

Fair 

 

Student of the Quarter 
Caitlyn Boxley 

 

 

her entire high school career.  Caitlyn is 
excited to be a part of the Biotech Magnet 
Academy and loves the challenging nature 
of the curriculum.  She really feels it gives 
her a head start on her secondary 
education.  Caitlyn really likes math 
because not only is she good at it, but she 
gets a great feeling when she is able to 
come up with the correct answer to a 
problem. Caitlyn wants to be a plastic 
surgeon and attend UCLA, of course 
majoring in premed.  In middle school, 
Caitlyn was involved in 4-H.  She got a 
chance to go to the fair grounds and see 
pigs, chickens and even goats.  She has 
done community service through her 
participation in Girl Scouts, where she had 
a chance to visit nursing homes decorating 
Christmas trees and singing Christmas 
carols.  Caitlyn’s role model is her mom 
with whom she feels a strong connection.  
Her philosophy of life is to follow your 
dreams!!  We are extremely lucky to have 
such a fine freshman as part of the 
Biotechnology Magnet Program. 
 
 

A big high five 
goes to Caitlyn 
Boxley chosen by 
the Biotech 
Coordinators to 
be Student-of-
the-Quarter for 
the third nine 
weeks. Caitlyn is 
a freshman in 
the Biotech 
Academy and 
has made 
straight A’s for 
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Arriving early on campus gave them a chance 
to see Tiger Stadium, the LSU Student Center 
and even visit with Mike VII, the LSU mascot.   

 
On Wednesday, the students presented their 
research to the judges of LSSEF.  Hailey’s 
project was looking at the mechanism that 
radiosensitized compounds use to kill 
aggressive brain cancer cells.  Anthony’s 
research involved trying to determine if nitric 
oxide reduces anxiety, decision making and 
sociability behaviors.  Grayson’s project was 
investigating a noninvasive method to treat 
Parkinson’s disease.  A huge round of applause  
goes to Hailey Mathews for taking a 4th place 
in Translational Medicine!!! 

 
 

 

Parker Hearne 
Particpates in “A Day 

with Doctors”  

Three BioStart Seniors 
Attend in the State 

Science Fair   

Congratulations are in order for Parker 
Hearne, junior in the Biotech Magnet 
Academy.  He was the only Caddo Parish 
student out of 40 students from 
northwest Louisiana chosen to 
participate in the “A Day with AHEC 
2018” program sponsored by Bayou North 
Area Health Education Center.  This 
program is designed to expand and 
enhance students’ knowledge regarding 
health career opportunities, admissions 
requirement, college costs, and financial 
aid.   
 
Parker spent Wednesday, February 21 at 
the University of Louisiana at Monroe 
touring the different health 
departments.  He got to take blood 
pressure, make IV bags and did blood and 
urine analysis.  His favorite part of the 
day was participating in the hands-on 
activities.  Parker is interested in a 
career in the medical field possibly 
pharmacy or physical therapy.  This was 
a great opportunity for Parker to get a 
glimpse into what it will take to meet his 
career goals.  
 

 

 

On Tuesday 
March 20, Hailey 
Mathews, 
Anthony Preston 
and Grayson 
Roberts loaded 
up for a road trip 
to LSU in Baton 
Rouge to 
participate in the 
Louisiana State 
Science Fair.   



 

 

Southwood Student-of-t  
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Biotech Ladies Participated in 
the Miss Southwood Pageant 

 

 
 
 

 
 
On Tuesday, January 30th the Miss Southwood 
Pageant was held.  Ten young ladies competed for 
the title.  Five of the contestants were 
Biotechnology Academy students.  They included 
Kaylee Allen, Kayte Duhon, Riley Duke, Kelsey 
Judd and Alexis Lee.  The ladies competed in 
casual wear, evening gown and interview 
components.  For the interview, they filled out an 
information sheet and then had a private interview 
where they were asked questions based upon the 
information they provided. 

 

Congratulations to Kayte Duhon for being chosen 
Ms. Southwood and Kelsey Judd was second 
runner up and Miss Congeniality.  In Kayte’s 
interview, she was asked where she was going to 
college…NSU and what she did in her spare 
time...cheerleading and coaching her 
cheerleading babies.  There were no surprises in 
those answers because they are indicative of her 
passion and her desire to share her talents.   When 
asked what the most difficult thing about the 
pageant was, she said, “Not falling down in the 
evening gown competition, because I had a long 
train that had a tendency to get under my feet.   
 

As you can see the ladies of the Biotechnology 
Magnet Academy are as beautiful as they are 
smart.  Best wishes to all who participated in the 
Miss Southwood Pageant. 
 

 

BioStart Student 
Research To Be Published 

 

At the end of their BioStart internship, 
Anna Gregory, Raven Bowman, Anthony 
Preston, Anaya Cooley and Grayson 
Roberts found out their names will be 
added as contributors to the research 
they worked on at Louisiana State 
University Health Sciences Center.  Their 
research topics included: 
Anna Gregory - MITOCHONDRIAL 
BIOENERGETICS REGULATION BY 
FUSAROCHROMANONE & SOD MIMETICS 
Raven Bowman - OXIDATIVE STRESS AND 
LYSOPHOSPHATIDIC ACID SIGNALING IN 
THE CEREBROVASCULATURE 
Anthony Preston - THE BEHAVIORAL 
EFFECT OF DETA NONOATE IN THE 
PREFRONTAL CORTEX 
Anaya Cooley - UBIQUITYLATION MAY 
REGULATE AURORA B KINASE PROTEIN 
STABILITY AND PP1 PHOSPHATASE 
LOCALIZATION IN BUDDING YEAST 
Grayson Roberts - “MAGNETIC MIND 
CONTROL”: GENETIC MEDIATED CELL-
TYPE SPECIFIC ACTIVATION OF 
NEURONAL ACTIVITY TO CHANGE RODENT 
BEHAVIOR 
Hats off to these outstanding, young 
scientists.  
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Eighth grade students and parents had a 
final opportunity to view the wonderful 
opportunities Southwood High School offers 
their students on Thursday, March 15.  The 
keystone program at Southwood is the 
Biotechnology Magnet Program.  Students, 
Anaya Cooley and Tatjana Cotton along 
with Biotech Coordinators were on hand to 
describe the curriculum, answer questions 
and pass out applications.  The students 
were also available to talk about the 
internship experience that is offered during 
their final year of the Biotech program.  
There was an excellent turnout with a 
number of students and parents interested 
in the Biotech Academy. 
 

 

Biotech Academy Students 
With Straight A’s for the 

Fall Semester 
 
 
 

 

Southwood Hosts the 
Final Eighth Grade Open 

House 
 

Freshmen 
Damien Beckman 

Kalecia Giles 
NiKayla Henderson 

Laney McTire 
Tatianna Patton 
Makaila Roberson 
Kennedee' Shelton 
Bry'Aunna Thomas 

 
Sophomores 
Kacie Barnett 

Arizona Minister 
 

Junior 
Mackenzie Jones 

 
Seniors 

Raven Bowman 
Leanna Buck 
Tamika Cang 
Kayte Duhon 

Dionza Graham 
Anna Gregory 

Hailey Mathews 
Kaylee McDuff 

Grayson Roberts 
Anthony Preston 

La’Juante’ Thompson 
 


